
Summer Reading List 

Key Stage 3 



A song for Ella Grey 
David Almond 

Winner of the Guardian children's book 

prize 2015 

Claire is Ella Grey's best friend. Claire 

loses her friend to the arms of Orpheus 

but it doesn’t compare to the loss she feels 

when Ella is taken from the world.  

Looking Glass Girl 

Cathy Cassidy 

Alice is lying unconscious in a hospital bed. 

Lost in a wonderland of dreams and half-

formed memories, she's surrounded by 

voices - the doctor, her worried friends 

and Luke - whose kisses the night of the 

fall took her by surprise . . . 

Four Children and It 
Jacqueline Wilson 

A funny and heart-warming story of four 

children who discover an extraordinary way 

to make wishes come true, Four Children 

and It is inspired by E Nesbit's classic, 

Five Children and It.  

Fantasy 

Stories that include magical or impossible elements, such as talking ani-

mals, witches or fairies. Stories with magic, superpowers or other things 

that do not exist in reality. 



 

City of Bones 

Cassandra Clare 

Love. Blood. Betrayal. Demons. Irresistibly drawn 

towards a group of demon hunters, Clary 

encounters the dark side of New York City and the 

dangers of forbidden love.   

Artemis Fowl 

Eoin Colfer 

Twelve-year-old villain, Artemis Fowl, is the most 

ingenious criminal mastermind in history. His bold 

and daring plan is to hold a leprechaun to ransom. 

But he's taking on more than he bargained for 

when he kidnaps Captain Holly Short of the 

LEPrecon (Lower Elements Police Reconnaissance 

Unit).   

Wolf Brother 

Michelle Paver 

An ambitious and malevolent force conjures a 

demon: a demon so evil that it can be contained 

only in the body of a ferocious bear that will slay 

everything it sees, a demon determined to destroy 

the world.  

13th Horseman 

Barry Hutchison 

Drake has just met the Horsemen of the 

Apocalypse but is that really the end of the 

world?  An apocalyptic blend of riotous comedy, 

heart-stopping action and a richly imagined fantasy 

adventure.  

Dragons at Crumbling Castle 

Terry Pratchett 

Dragons have invaded Crumbling Castle, and all of 

King Arthur’s knights are either on holiday or 

visiting their grannies. It’s a disaster!  



 

Graceling 

Kristin Cashore 

In a world where people born with an exceptional 

skill, known as a Grace, are feared and exploited, 

Katsa carries the burden of a skill even she 

despises: the Grace of killing.  

Frozen 

Melissa De La Cruz 

Natasha Kestal, a young blackjack dealer looking 

for a way out of the city. Like many, she's heard of 

a mythical land simply called "the Blue." They say 

it's a paradise, where the sun still shines and the 

waters are turquoise. More importantly, it's a 

place where Nat won't be persecuted, even if her 

darkest secret comes to light.  

Percy Jackson 

Rick Riordan 

Half boy. Half God. All Hero. Percy spends his time 

battling monsters and generally trying to stay 

alive.  

Hush, Hush 

Becca Fitzpatrick 

Nora is right in the middle of a centuries-old 

battle between the immortal and those that have 

fallen - and sooner or later, she's going to have to 

pick sides...  

Shiver 

Maggie Stiefvater 

This chilling love story will have you hooked from 

the very first page. When a local boy is killed by 

wolves, Grace's small town becomes a place of 

fear. But Grace is fascinated by the pack, and 

finds herself drawn to a yellow-eyed wolf.   



Gone 
Michael Grant 

In the blink of an eye all the adults 

disappear in a small town in southern 

California and no one knows why. Cut off 

from the outside world, those that are left 

are trapped, and there’s no help on the 

way.   

The Fearless 
Emma Pass 

The Fearless. An army, powered by an 

incredible new serum that makes each 

soldier stronger, sharper, faster than their 

enemies. Intended as a force for good, the 

serum has a terrible side-effect – anyone 

who takes it is stripped of all humanity, 

empathy, love.  

The 100 
Kass Morgan 

Ever since a devastating nuclear war, 

humanity has lived on spaceships far above 

Earth's radioactive surface. Now, one 

hundred juvenile delinquents - are being 

sent on a dangerous mission: to re-colonize 

the planet. It could be their second chance 

at life...or it could be a suicide mission.  

Science Fiction 

Science fiction is a genre of fiction in which the stories often tell about 

science and technology of the future. Science fiction texts are often set in 

the future, in space, on a different world, or in a different universe or 

dimension.  



 

Maze Runner 

James Dashner 

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only 

thing Thomas remembers is his first name. But 

he's not alone. He's surrounded by boys who 

welcome him to the Glade - a walled encampment at 

the centre of a bizarre and terrible stone maze.  

Red Queen 

Victoria Aveyard 

This is a world divided by blood - red or silver. 

The Reds are commoners, ruled by a Silver elite in 

possession of god-like superpowers. And to Mare 

Barrow, a seventeen-year-old Red girl from the 

poverty-stricken Stilts, it seems like nothing will 

ever change. 

The School for Good and Evil 

Soman Chainani 

Every four years, two girls are kidnapped from the 

village of Gavaldon. Legend has it these lost 

children are sent to the School for Good and Evil, 

the fabled institution where they become fairy-

tale heroes or villains.  

Legend 

Marie Lu 

He is Day. The boy who walks in the light. 

She is June. The girl who seeks her brother's 

killer. On the run and undercover, they meet by 

chance. Irresistibly drawn together, neither knows 

the other's past. 

Divergent 

Veronica Roth 

In the world of Divergent, society is divided into 

five factions – Candor, Abnegation, Dauntless, 

Amity and Erudite. Every year, all sixteen-year-

olds must select the faction to which they will 

devote the rest of their lives.  



 

The Hunger Games 

Suzanne Collins 

Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen regards it as a 

death sentence when she is forced to represent 

her district in the annual Hunger Games, a fight to 

the death on live TV.   

The Selection 

Kiera Cass 

Thirty-five beautiful girls. Thirty-five beautiful 

rivals… It’s the chance of a lifetime and 17-year-

old America Singer should feel lucky. She has been 

chosen for The Selection, a reality TV lottery in 

which the special few compete for gorgeous Prince 

Maxon’s love. 

Under the never sky 

Veronica Rossi 

Aria has lived her whole life in the protected dome 

of Reverie. Her entire world confined to its 

spaces, she's never thought to dream of what lies 

beyond its doors. So when her mother goes 

missing, Aria knows her chances of surviving in the 

outer wasteland long enough to find her are slim.  

5th Wave 

Rick Yancy 

After the1st wave, only darkness remains. After 

the 2nd, only the lucky escape. And after the 3rd, 

only the unlucky survive. After 4th wave, only one 

rule applies: trust no one.  

Noughts and Crosses 

Malorie Blackman 

Sephy is a Cross – a member of the dark-skinned 

ruling class. Callum is a nought – a ‘colourless’ 

member of the underclass who were once slaves to 

the Crosses. The two have been friends since early 

childhood. But that’s as far as it can go.  



Egg and Spoon  
Gregory Maguire 

While on a train Elena and Ekaterina, a girl 

whose fate is now entwined with Elena's 

collide, where a complex, funny and 

engrossing adventure begins.   

 

Half a creature from 
the sea 
David Almond 

A collection of dark, powerful and moving 

short stories that  are twisted with 

emotion and threaded with the smell of the 

sea. 

 

Itch 
Simon Mayo 

Meet Itch - an accidental, accident-prone 

hero. Science is his weapon. Elements are 

his gadgets. All-action adventure perfect 

for fans of Alex Rider and Young Bond.  

Action & Adventure  

Adventure fiction is a genre of fiction in which an adventure, an exciting 

undertaking involving risk and physical danger, forms the main storyline. 



 

Middle of Nowhere 

Anthony Horowitz 

In the prequel to the Alex Rider series, contract 

killer Yassen Gregorovich is given orders to kill 

Alex. What is it that makes one of them choose to 

do evil, and what does it take to turn him into a 

killer?  

The Lie Tree 

Frances Hardinge 

A creepy book about a girl called Faith whose 

father has been found dead and as she is searching 

through his belongings for clues she discovers a 

strange tree. The tree only grows healthy and 

bears fruit if you whisper a lie to it... 

Urban Outlaws 

Peter Jay Black 

Meet the URBAN OUTLAWS: Jack, Charlie, Slink, 

Obi and Wren. Events spiral out of control when 

they accidently uncover the whereabouts of 

Proteus - with the power to steal top-security 

secrets in a nanosecond.  

Blood Fever 

Charlie Higson 

An Eton boy's family disappears at sea. 

Young Bond is about to find out - and face a lethal 

group of villains beneath the burning 

Mediterranean sun. 

Lone Wolf 

Robert Muchamore 

CHERUB agents Ryan and Ning need Fay's 

knowledge to unearth a major drug importer.  

But Fay's made a lot of enemies and she's running 

out of time ... 



 

Mortal Chaos 

Anthony Horowitz 

When a butterfly startles a young rabbit, and the 

rabbit makes a horse rear, it starts a chain of 

events, over the course of one day, that will 

change people's lives . . . and end people's lives.   

I’d tell you I love but then I’d have 
to kill you 

Ally Carter 

Gallagher Academy might claim to be a school for 

geniuses - but it's really a school for spies. Cammie 

Morgan is fluent in fourteen languages and capable 

of killing a man in seven different ways  

Middle of Nowhere 

Geraldine McCaughrean 

When her mother dies from a snakebite, Comity's 

life in the Australian outback changes forever. As 

her father retreats into his work, Comity turns to 

Fred, the Aboriginal yard boy, who becomes her 

only friend. But then a new assistant arrives who 

delights in playing cruel games. As Fred becomes 

his target, events spiral dangerously out of control.  

Code Red Lipstick 

Jessica Cole 

Models, spies and lipstick gadgets in this fast-

paced new teen series. Jessica Cole is just your 

average teenager, except when she's strutting 

down the glamorous catwalks of Paris.  

The Kite Rider 

Geraldine McCaughrean 

The Jade Circus offers Haoyou a chance to escape 

his enemies and travel throughout the empire, and 

maybe even perform before Kublai Khan himself. 

But is going with the circus really the best option? 

It could be that the circus master is leading him 

into even greater danger.   



Private Peaceful 
Michael Morpurgo 

Told in the voice of a young soldier, the 

story follows 24 hours in his life at the 

front during WW1, and captures his 

memories as he looks back over his life.  

 

Stay where you are and 
then leave 
John Boyne 

Four years after the First World War 

Alfie doesn't know where his father might 

be, other than that he's away on a special, 

secret mission.  

 

Valentine Joe 
Rebecca Stevens 

It's the day before Valentine's, but Rose 

can sense the shattered old city beneath. 

And it seems that it can sense her too. She 

hears the sound of marching feet and 

glimpses from her window a young soldier 

on his way to the front line . 

War 

A war novel in which the primary action takes place in a field of armed 

combat, or in a domestic setting (or home front) where the characters are 

preoccupied with the preparations for, or recovery from, war. 



 

Bomber 

Paul Dowswell 

Every boy dreams of flying, but in war that dream 

can turn into a nightmare. Harry will need luck on 

his side and courage . Courage to keep going when 

he has watched close friends die. Courage to 

confront a terrible evil.   

Eleven Eleven 

Paul Dowswell 

Set during the final 24 hours before the armistice 

at 11 a.m. on 11th November 1918, the story follows 

a German storm trooper, an American airman and a 

British Tommy. Their destinies converge during 

the death throes of the first ever conflict to 

spread across the globe.  

Poppy 

Mary Hooper 

Poppy is young, beautiful and clever - and working 

as a parlour maid in the de Vere family's country 

house. Society, it seems, has already carved out 

her destiny.  

The Silver Donkey 

Sonya Hartnett 

One morning in the woods of France, a blinded 

soldier is found by two sisters, Coco and Marcelle. 

In return for their kindness the soldier tells the 

sisters marvellous tales, connected with the 

keepsake he carries in his pocket: a tiny silver 

donkey.  

Listen to the Moon 

Michael Morpurgo 

WW1 is raging, suspicion and fear are growing, and 

Alfie and Lucy are ever more under threat. But as 

we begin to see the story of Merry, a girl boarding 

a great ship for a perilous journey across the 

ocean, another melody enters the great symphony – 

and the music begins to resolve…  



 

Ghost Soldier 

Theresa Breslin 

The war has changed everything for Rob and Millie. 

Their father is missing in action and they are 

terrified they’ll never see him again.  Then one 

night, deep in the woods, Rob and Millie see an 

eerie figure in the window of an abandoned house.  

The Foreshadowing 

Marcus Sedgwick 

It is 1915. Seventeen-year-old Sasha Fox is the 

privileged only daughter of a respected doctor 

living in the wealthy seaside town of Brighton. But 

her brothers, Edgar and Tom, have gone to war and 

Sasha has a terrible gift. She can see the future. 

Her premonitions show her untold horrors on the 

battlefields of the Somme, and worse still, what 

will happen to Edgar and Tom.   

Remembrance 

Theresa Breslin 

Scotland, 1915. A group of teenagers from two 

families meet for a picnic, but the war across the 

Channel is soon to tear them away from such 

youthful pleasures.   

Goodnight Mister Tom 

Michelle Magorian 

Young Willie Beech is evacuated to the country as 

Britain stands on the brink of the Second World 

War. A sad, deprived child, he slowly begins to 

flourish under the care of old Tom Oakley - but his 

new-found happiness is shattered by a summons 

from his mother back in London . . .  

Over the Line 

Tom Palmer 

Powerful historical novel about one footballer's 

experience in World War I, based on the little-

known history of the Flanders Cup.   



Black Ice 
Becca Fitzpatrick 

Wanting to impress her ex-boyfriend, Britt 

convinces best friend, Korbie, to take a 

trekking trip with her. But when a freak 

storm leaves the girls stranded they seek 

shelter in a cabin, where they find two 

knights in shining armour. Or so they think.    

Smart 
John Boyne 

There's been a murder, but the police 

don't care. Kieran cares. He's made a 

promise, and when you say something out 

loud, that means you're going to do it, for 

real. He's going to find out what really 

happened. 

The Door that led to 
where 
Sally Gardner 

AJ Flynn has just failed all but one of his 

GCSEs, and his future is looking far from 

rosy. So when he is offered a junior 

position at a London law firm he hopes his 

life is about to change - but he could never 

have imagined by how much.  

Crime 

Crime fiction is the genre of fiction that deals with crimes, their 

detection, criminals, and their motives.   



 

Murder most unladylike 

Robin Stevens 

Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, Miss Bell, 

lying dead in the Gym. She assumes it was a 

terrible accident – but when she and Daisy return 

five minutes later, the body has disappeared.   

Virals 

Kathy Reichs 

Tory Brennan and her ragbag group of technophile 

friends stumble across a shallow grave containing 

the remains of a girl who has been missing for over 

thirty years.   

Girl Missing 

Sophie McKenzie 

Lauren has always known she was adopted but when 

a little research turns up the possibility that she 

was snatched from an American family as a baby, 

suddenly Lauren's life seems like a sham.  And 

Lauren's kidnappers are still at large and willing to 

do anything to keep her silent…  

Look into my eyes 

Lauren Child 

Here’s the low-down on Ruby Redfort: she’s a 

genius code-cracker, a daring detective, and a 

gadget-laden special agent who just happens to be 

a thirteen-year-old girl.   

Looking For JJ 

Anne Cassidy 

Looking for JJ explores the circumstances and 

motives behind the murder of a child - by her 

friend. Six years later, JJ has now been released, 

and has a new identity. But is there any way that 

she can lead a "normal" life?  



Pretty Little Liars 

Sara Shepard 

One night, during a sleepover, Alison goes missing. 

Her body is never found. The girls mourn her death 

but move apart after time, assuming their secrets 

have disappeared with Alison too. But they 

haven’t...  

The Body at the Tower 

Y. S Lee 

At age 17, Mary takes on her first case (A Spy in 

the House).  Mary Quinn sets out to uncover the 

truth behind a suspicious death at St Stephen's 

Tower, better known as the clock tower of the 

Houses of Parliament.   

London Eye Mystery 

Siobhan Dowd 

When Ted and Kat watched their cousin Salim get 

on board the London Eye, he turned and waved 

before getting on. After half an hour it landed and 

everyone trooped off - but no Salim. Where could 

he have gone? How on earth could he have 

disappeared into thin air?     

Theodore Boone 

John Grisham 

THEODORE BOONE is thirteen and wants nothing 

more than to swap homeroom for the courtroom. 

Now the biggest murder case in his city's history 

is set to begin.  In the packed court, a husband 

awaits trial for his wife's murder. Is he a 

dangerous criminal or an innocent victim?   

Dead Man’s Cove 

Lauren St. John 

Why does her uncle, Calvin Redfern, forbid her to 

go to Dead Man's Cove? What's the truth about 

Tariq, the silent Indian boy who lives with the 

flamboyant Mukthars? Who is J? Who has left the 

message in a bottle for Laura to discover? 

Mysteries abound and who better to solve them 

than Laura Marlin, ace detective.  



The Butterfly Club 
Jacqueline Wilson 

A beautiful, heart-warming story about 

friendship, confidence and becoming your 

own person, from the mega-bestselling 

author of Tracy Beaker, Hetty 

Feather and Sleepovers.     

Broken Soup 
Jenny Valentine 

Rowan has more responsibilities than most 

girls her age. Who was the mysterious 

stranger who placed the negative in her 

hand? Why was he so insistent that the 

negative belonged to Rowan? When the 

negative is printed the face that appears in 

front of Rowan's eyes is that of her dead 

brother Jack…. 

Boy called Hope 
Lara Williamson 

I'm Dan Hope and deep inside my head I 

keep a list of things I want to come true. 

For example, I want to help Sherlock 

Holmes solve his most daring mystery yet. 

I want to be the first eleven-year-old to 

land on the moon. And finally, the biggest 

dream of all, I want my dad to love me...   

Teenage Kicks 

Teenage Kicks literature is a genre of fictional writing used to tackle 

teenage issues. These books are emotional and hard-hitting. 



Wonder 

R J Palacio 

Auggie wants to be an ordinary ten-year-old. He 

does ordinary things - eating ice cream, playing on 

his Xbox. He feels ordinary - inside. But ordinary 

kids don't make other ordinary kids run away 

screaming in playgrounds.  

Fault in our Stars 

John Green 

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle that 

has bought her a few years, Hazel has never been 

anything but terminal. But when a gorgeous plot 

twist named Augustus Waters suddenly appears at 

Cancer Kid Support Group, Hazel's story is about 

to be completely rewritten.    

How to look for a lost dog 

Ann M Martin 

11-year-old Rose is autistic and struggles to 

understand her classmates. But when her father 

gives her a stray dog, which she names Rain, the 

dog becomes her best friend, her anchor in a 

confusing world. So when Rain goes missing during 

a storm, Rose refuses to stop looking for her...   

The boy who sailed the ocean 

Lara Williamson 

Becket Rumsey is all at sea. His dad has run away 

with him and his brother Billy in the middle of the 

night. And they've left everything behind, 

including their almost-mum Pearl.  An 

extraordinary story of courage, dreams and finding 

your way.  

Feather Boy 

Nicky Singer 

Robert Nobel, the school pariah, triumphs over his 

own fears and the school bully, in this 

extraordinary tale of self-empowerment, legend 

and death.  



 

 

Me and Earl and the Dying Girl 

Jesse Andrews 

How is it possible to exist in a place that sucks so 

bad? His strategy: Keep an insanely low profile. 

Make mediocre films with the one person who is 

even sort of his friend, Earl. Then Greg's mother 

forces him to become friends with a girl who has 

cancer. This brings about the destruction of 

Greg's entire life.  

Would the Real Stanley Carrot 
please stand up? 

Rob Stevens 

Stanley ‘Carrot’ Harris is ginger, tubby and 

definitely not cool. And he has a secret: he’s 

adopted, and this makes him feel like he’s never 

quite fitted in..   

Pig-Heart Boy 

Malorie Blackman 

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But 

most normal kids don't need heart transplants. 

So there's this doctor. He says there's a chance 

for you. But he also says it's experimental, 

controversial and risky. And it's never been done 

before.      

The Honest Truth 

Dan Gemeinhart 

Mark's like any other thirteen-year- old. He loves 

his dog, taking photos and hiking, but he also has 

cancer. When his illness returns, Mark decides 

he's had enough of hospital. With his small dog 

Beau, he sets out to climb a mountain - and he's 

not going to give up until he's done it.   

 



The Enemy 
Charlie Higson 

Everyone over the age of fourteen has 

succumbed to a deadly zombie virus and 

now the kids must keep themselves alive.     

Skulduggery Pleasant 
Derek Landy 

Meet the great Skulduggery Pleasant: wise-

cracking detective, powerful magician, 

master of dirty tricks and burglary (in the 

name of the greater good, of course). 

Oh yeah. And dead. 

Mr Sparks 
Danny Weston 

After his father goes missing in the Great 

War, Owen is abandoned to live with his 

cruel aunt, and wishes he could escape his 

life of drudgery in her small seaside 

guesthouse. There he meets a mysterious 

guest, who appears to make his 

ventriloquist’s dummy speak, even in his 

sleep. 

Soon Owen realises that the dummy, Mr 

Sparks, can really talk – and he’s looking 

for a newer, younger puppet master. But 

Mr Sparks has a dark past . . .  

Horror 

Horror fiction are intended to, or have the capacity to frighten, scare or 

startle their readers by inducing feelings of horror and terror. 



Frozen Charlotte 

Alex Bell 

Dunvegan School for Girls has been closed for 

many years. Converted into a family home, the 

teachers and students are long gone. But they left 

something behind...   

Haunting of Sunshine Girl 

Paige McKenzie 

Something freaky' s going on with Sunshine's new 

house . . . there's the chill that wraps itself around 

her bones, the giggling she can hear in the dead of 

night, and then the strange shadows that lurk in 

her photographs.    

The Dolls 

Kiki Sullivan 

When 17-year-old Eveny returns to the tiny 

Louisiana town where she was born, she discovers 

she is the powerful missing link in a trio of voodoo 

queens who have everyone under their spell. But 

they need her help. Because darkness is 

descending on Carrefour and even the Dolls' 

combined powers may not be enough to stop the 

killer in their midst.   

Demon Road 

Derek Landy 

For anyone who ever thought their parents were 

monsters… Amber Lamont is a normal sixteen-year-

old.  But when a shocking encounter reveals a 

horrifying secret, Amber is forced to go on the 

run.  

Rot and Ruin 

Jonathan Maberry 

Nearly fourteen years ago, a freak virus swept 

across the world - turning those infected into the 

undead.  Benny discovers that sometimes the worst 

monsters you can imagine aren't the zombies, 

after all…  



Black Book of Secrets 

F E Higgins 

Ludlow is employed to record the villagers' 

fiendish confessions in The Black Book of Secrets. 

Bodysnatching; thievery; murder. The people of 

Pagus Parvus have much to hide. But is Ludlow 

Fitch ready to release his own skeletons? And will 

he ever learn to trust his mysterious master?   

Thirteen Chairs 

Dave Shelton 

Jack stands in the dark on the landing of the old 

house, and looks at his feet - He has been here for 

minutes, his hand on the door handle, debating 

whether or not to go in. A high-ceilinged room lit 

only by candles. Thirteen chairs, one empty. Twelve 

ghostly storytellers, waiting to begin. Come in!  

Mister Creecher 

Chris Priestly 

Billy is a street urchin, pickpocket and petty thief. 

Mister Creecher is a monstrous giant of a man who 

terrifies all he meets. But a bond swiftly develops 

between these two misfits as their bloody journey 

takes them ever northwards on the trail of their 

target . . . Victor Frankenstein.       

Zom-B 

Darren Shan 

Can you love a bullying racist thug if he's your 

father?  How do you react when confronted with 

your darkest inner demons? What do you do when 

zombies attack? B Smith is about to find out...   

Vampirates 

Justin Somper 

Conor wakes to find himself on a pirate ship and is 

soon being trained up with a cutlass. Meanwhile 

Grace finds herself locked in a darkened room, as 

the vampirates wait for night to fall and their 

feasting to begin...    

 


